
Blessed Are They

This hymn is based on the text of The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3–12) with
expanded themes to show that our LGBTQIA+ siblings are indeed blessed.

The tune is FINLANDIA which is in public domain in the United States, but may
be under copyright in other countries. Because of this this license applies only to
use within the United States, due to possible international copyright restrictions
on the tune FINLANDIA.

To request PNG formats of the hymn or any other questions, contact Richard
Weingartner, mathwhiz@mathwhiz.org 

Licensing Information

1. Definition

Affirming Congregations
For the purposes of this license, “Affirming Congregations” means churches, synagogues,
mosques, or other worshiping communities that publicly affirm and welcome LGBTQIA+
people into full participation in worship, leadership, marriage, and ordination, including but not
limited to congregations designated as Reconciling in Christ (RIC), Open and Affirming (ONA),
More Light, Welcoming and Affirming, or similar.

2. Free-Use License for Affirming Congregations

The composer/author, Richard Weingartner, grants any Affirming Congregation a
non-exclusive, royalty-free license to use this hymn for five (5) consecutive days of worship
services, including:

• Printing the text and/or music in a worship bulletin or handout
• Displaying the text and/or music on screens
• Including the hymn in a livestream or recorded broadcast of that service

This license does not permit:
• Reuse in future services
• Inclusion in hymnals, songbooks, or permanent or reusable worship booklets
• Posting the full hymn online as a downloadable or reusable file (with the

exception that it is included as part of a bulletin/worship folder for a specific
service)

Each additional five-day period of services requires a new license (which remains free for
Affirming Congregations).

In addition to keeping the copyright notice of the hymn intact, include this permission
statement: “Permission for free use granted to Affirming Congregations. All other use by
permission.”

mailto:mathwhiz@mathwhiz.org


While not required, a courtesy notification to Richard Weingartner at mathwhiz@mathwhiz.org
would be appreciated if you use this hymn.

3. License for Non-Affirming Congregations

Congregations that do not meet the definition of an Affirming Congregation are required to
obtain a paid worship license before using this hymn in any form. This includes printing,
projection, live streaming, or recording, for five (5) consecutive days of worship services.  This
license does not permit:

• Reuse in future services (without an additional license)
• Inclusion in hymnals, songbooks, or permanent or reusable worship booklets
• Posting the full hymn online as a downloadable or reusable file (with the

exception that it is included as part of a bulletin/worship folder for a specific
service)

Average Total Weekly Attendance Fee per Five (5) Consecutive Days of Services

1–50 $25

51–150 $50

151–300 $75

301–600 $100

601+ $150

In addition to keeping the copyright notice of the hymn intact, after paying the license fee,
include this permission statement: “All rights reserved. Used by permission for this service.”

Contact Richard Weingartner at mathwhiz@mathwhiz.org for payment and any other
questions.

mailto:mathwhiz@mathwhiz.org
mailto:mathwhiz@mathwhiz.org
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Text:	Richard	Weingartner,	b.	1978
Music:	Jean	Sibelius,	1865-1957
Music	in	public	domain	in	the	USA,	still	under	copyright	in	other	countries.
Not	for	use	or	distribution	outside	the	USA.
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